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 Music Development Plan 

1 – Overall objective At Mowlem Primary School, our music provision is driven by 
a commitment to excellence, inclusion, and joy. We aim to 
ignite a lifelong passion for music in every child by offering a 
rich, accessible curriculum that inspires creativity, builds 
confidence, and nurtures self-expression. Through high-
quality teaching and meaningful performance opportunities, 
we ensure that all pupils—regardless of ability or 
background—can experience success, connect with others, 
and develop a deep appreciation for music as both an art 
form and a powerful tool for personal and collective growth. 
 

2 – Key components  The key components that will make up the music provision at 
our school include: 

• Weekly music lessons for EYFS, KS1, and KS2 taught 
by specialist staff 

• EYFS music sessions follow a playful, exploratory 
model with singing and movement 

• KS1 and KS2 lessons based on the Model Music 
Curriculum 

• Weekly singing assemblies with planned repertoire 
and listening 

• Music floor books used to document and celebrate 
learning 

• Termly performance opportunities across all year 
groups 

• Whole-school Christmas performances with parent 
audiences 

• Assessment processes include observation, self-
assessment, and pupil voice 

• CPD opportunities and staff collaboration with 
THAMES 



 
  
 
 
 
 

• Curriculum aligned with progression documents, 
roadmaps, and key stage expectations 

• Participation in borough-wide events when offered 
• Should a pupil with visual impairment join the school, 

they would be invited to access the specialist VI music 
session based at Marion Richardson Primary School 

3 – Classroom instrumental 
teaching  

• Instrumental learning integrated into class lessons 
(not peripatetic) 

• Use of tuned and untuned percussion, recorders, 
glocks, body percussion 

• Pulse, rhythm, tempo, and pitch taught progressively 
from EYFS–KS2 

• Opportunities for group performance, composition, 
and improvisation 

• Tasks are scaffolded and adapted to suit all learners 
including SEND 

• Music technology occasionally used to support 
composition or structure 

 

4 – Implementation of key 
components  

• EYFS: Weekly lessons delivered by commissioned 
early years specialist 

• KS1 & KS2: 45-minute weekly lessons taught by 
THAMES music specialist 

• Long-term and medium-term overviews ensure clear 
progression 

• Planning reflects the key areas: listening, performing, 
composing, and appraisal 

• Weekly assemblies start with model music curriculum 
listening examples 

• Music facts (e.g. “Composer of the Week”, 
rhythm/pitch recall) form part of routines 

• Floor books capture pupil voice, vocabulary, photos, 
and performance moments 

• Songs and instrument use are regularly revisited to 
support retrieval 

• End-of-term performances offer opportunities for 
celebration 

• Annual whole-school Christmas performances with 
parents in attendance 

• Shared access to music curriculum folders and 
resources across sites 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

5 – Communication activities • Music updates shared in newsletters and on the 
school website 

• Parents invited to attend class performances, 
Christmas shows, and assemblies 

• Music displays in halls and corridors highlight pupil 
voice and vocabulary 

• Music floor books available at parent events and 
open classrooms 

• Music Lead liaises regularly with THAMES and 
external providers 

• Specialist feedback used in pupil reports and EHCP 
reviews when relevant 

• Shared access for class teachers to view music 
planning and songs 

 
6 – Evaluation process for the 
success of the Music 
Development Plan 

• Music Lead monitors teaching and learning across 
year groups 

• Termly review of floor books, teacher planning, and 
pupil feedback 

• Ongoing dialogue with THAMES specialist 
(observations, coaching) 

• Surveys or informal feedback collected from staff and 
pupils 

• Development priorities reviewed with SLT in summer 
term 

 

7 – Transition work with local 
secondary schools 

• Music Lead and school SENDCo work together to 
ensure musical strengths are identified and shared 
with local secondary schools 

• KS2 Phase Leader and SENDCo liaise with receiving 
schools such as Morpeth regarding musical 
engagement and talent 

• Year 6 pupils with musical interests or strengths are 
brought to the attention of transition leads 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 

8 – Budget materials and 
staffing 

• School subscribes to the THAMES SLA for KS1 and KS2 
provision 

• EYFS music funded via commissioned I Like Singing 
Songs provider 

• Budget allocated for instruments, repairs, storage, 
and music resources 

• CPD included in THAMES offer and supported via PPA 
cover where needed 

• Online subscriptions and curated playlists used to 
support assemblies and lessons 

• School actively seeks external grants or partnerships 
to enhance provision 

 

9 – Pupil Premium and SEND 
provision 

• Music is fully inclusive, with differentiated tasks and 
multi-sensory approaches 

• Pupil Premium pupils prioritised for leadership roles, 
solos, or small group tuition 

• Music Lead monitors participation and impact of 
engagement in wider curriculum 

• Floor books and observations capture confidence and 
creativity of vulnerable pupils 

• Close collaboration with SENDCo ensures adapted 
resources and goals 

• Although Mowlem does not currently run a dedicated 
SEND or VI music session, any visually impaired pupils 
who join the school would be offered access to the VI 
music session based at Marion Richardson Primary 
School 

• Targeted Engagement: Programs will be tailored to 
engage Pupil Premium students and those with 
special educational needs, ensuring they have access 
to all music activities and resources 

• Inclusive Music Lessons: SEN adaptations will be 
implemented in music lessons, with a focus on 
sensory-friendly activities and modified instruments 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

10 – Summary Action Plan Action Specifics Timeline Lead Success 
Criteria 

1. Deliver 
weekly 
specialist-led 
music lessons 

THAMES for 
KS1&2; 
commissioned 
EYFS sessions 

Ongoing Music 
Lead / 
Providers 

All pupils 
access high-
quality 
weekly music 

2. Embed 
singing 
assemblies 

Weekly 
assemblies 
using MMC 
repertoire and 
entry music 

Weekly Music 
Lead / 
SLT 

Pupil 
engagement 
and musical 
vocabulary 
grows 

3. Ensure each 
year group 
performs at 
least once a 
year 

Class or phase-
based 
performance 
opportunities 

Termly Class 
Teachers 
/ Music 
Lead 

Confident 
participation 
and family 
attendance 

4. Host whole-
school 
Christmas 
performances 

All classes 
contribute to 
annual show 
with parent 
audiences 

Autumn 
2 

Music 
Lead / 
SLT 

Full school 
participation 
and parent 
feedback 

5. Maintain 
and review 
music floor 
books 

Update floor 
books with 
photos, 
reflections and 
key learning 

Half-
termly 

Class 
Teams / 
Music 
Lead 

Progress and 
engagement 
visibly 
tracked 

6. Flag musical 
strengths to 
secondary 
schools 

Year 6 leavers 
with interest in 
music shared 
with transition 
leads 

Summer 
Term 

SENDCo / 
KS2 
Phase 
Lead / 
Music 
Lead 

Continuity of 
provision 
beyond 
primary 

7. Access 
grants and 
CPD 

Seek funding 
and CPD to 
expand reach 

By 
Summer 
2026 

Music 
Lead 

Additional 
input or 
resources 
secured 

 


