
 

 

 
 
  

Keep in time with a changing pulse, listen to a ballet 
march, and make up a dance in response to it. 

• Keep in time with different people’s footsteps. 

• Lis ten to a piece of classical music from a  ballet. 

• Make up a dance in response to the ‘March of the toy 
soldiers’ from The Nutcracker suite by Tchaikovsky. 

 

Explore instruments found in marching bands. Compose and 
play simple marching music. 

• Understand that instruments can have different timbres (sound 
di fferent to each other). 

• Describe the characteristics of march music. 

• Compose some marching music and perform i t. 

 

Keep in time with ‘Colonel Hathi’s march’ and listen to 
it played on brass instruments. 

• March in time with Colonel Hathi’s herd of elephants. 

• Lis ten to and talk about how instruments can sound like 

animals. 
• Sing along to the counting (and possibly the verse) at the 

same time as marching. 
 

Key Content: 

• Compose music to march 
to using tuned and 
untuned percussion.  

• Respond to musical 
characteristics through 
movement.  

• Describe the features of a 
march using music 
vocabulary (e.g. that it has 
a steady beat, that soldiers 
‘march’ to music, naming 
the instruments playing in 
the clips). 

 

In Y2 we will be learning to:  
• Sing with an awareness of pulse, pitch, tempo and 

dynamics 
• Play simple rhythmic patterns and the pulse using 

body percussion and an instrument 
• Explore types/ timbres of sounds.  
• Recognise simple ways to interpret music graphically 
• Explore their appreciation and listening skills using 

movement and graphic interpretations by listening to 
music 

• Continue to increase their vocabulary to further 
develop their knowledge of music 

• Order sounds to create a beginning, middle and an 
end 

• Create music in response to different starting points. 
• Find ways to record their music graphically 

 
 

What should I already know from Early Years?  
• Children in EYFS and at home will have sung familiar rhymes or 

songs 
• Children will know a number of songs and rhymes by heart 
• They may also know parts of popular songs they hear their 

parents play in the car or on a radio 
• Children will have experienced making music using a range of 

instruments 
• They will also have experimented with making sounds with 

everyday objects, e.g. saucepans 
 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 1 Autumn 2nd  ½  

‘Colonel Hathi’s march’ 

Focus : Beat, march, timbre, fi lm music. 

Key vocabulary 
• Duration: march rhythm.  
• Pitch: low and high – low voices (adult elephants), high voice (the 

young elephant), low instruments, and high instruments (see 
timbre).  

• Tempo: beat (pulse).  
• Timbre: low instruments (tuba), high instruments (glockenspiel, 

flute/piccolo), drum, military band. 
 

  

This year we are learning to:  
• Make different sounds with the voice 
• Recognise the difference between singing voice and speaking 

voice  
• Explore chants and songs. 
• Follow instructions about when to play and sing. 

• Know what silence is/absence of sound 
• Explore the sounds of different instruments 
• Use instruments to perform and choose sounds to represent 

different things 
• Use body percussion and instruments to play the pulse of a 

song or piece of music 

• Understand when to start and stop 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 


