
 

 

                                                            `  

What is it like in Whitby? 

 

Why is  Southend -on- Seas a popular place to visit? 

 

How are Southend and Whitby similar and different? 

What is it like in Southend-on-Sea? 

What is it like on the coast of the UK? 

What are the names of the seas/ oceans which 

surround the UK?  

 

Year 1 summer 2 

Geography Learning Journey     

Going to the Seaside!   

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• Describing location  

• Looking closely at photographs, including aerial 

photographs, to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features  

• 4-point compass directions  

• Simple directional language  

• Reading a map/plan and following a route   

• Looking at world and country maps/globe  

• Asking questions  

• Using different sources to gather information   

 

 We will be introduced to:  

• Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography of 

a small area of the United Kingdom. 

• Interpreting information from a video   
• Using different sources to gather information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this unit children will be learning aboit the seaside.  The unit begins with a focus on a map of thw world.  Then it zooms into Europe and then the UK, 
drawing attention to the fact that we live on an island surrounded by seas and oceans. The scope becomes more focused on the coast of the UK, looking 
at the different landforms and human features that may be encountered. This develops children’s vocabulary and ability to identify physical features 
using photographs and maps. We then move to the broader scale of looking at the seaside in general, looking at human and physical features as well as 
the type of work available for people. The unit then zooms in again to focus on Southend-on-Sea and the contrasting location of Whitby, identifying 
human and physical features of both while also looking at similarities and differences. Children also consider the cultural capital angle of the seaside 
holiday – a popular theme in children’s books. . 
E.g. pier, Punch & Judy show, sandcastles 
 

Disciplinary concept: Diversity – we explore diversity between two contrasting seaside local case studies   
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Key Content 

• The surface of the earth is covered with continents, oceans and seas – Pacific Ocean, 

Atlantic Ocean 

• We live in the UK – there are 4 countries – England, Northern Ireland, Scotland & 

Wales  

• The UK an island in the continent of Europe 

• An island is a body of land surrounded by water.  

• The seas which surround the UK: The English Channel, The Irish Sea, Atlantic Ocean, 

The North Sea 

• Anyone can visit the seaside. People can visit for the day or have a holiday there. 

Families or groups of people like to visit the seaside because there are a range of 

things to do there.  

• People can enjoy the physical features of the seaside such as relaxing and playing on 

the beach, swimming in the sea, walking along the cliffs, look for shells and in rock 

pools. 

• The climate is the weather over a long period. Places for seaside holidays are usually 

warm in summer.  

• There are many human features that make the seaside a popular place to visit: 

Funfair, Walk/Shop on the promenade, Fish and Chip shops, Arcades 

• Tour of a lighthouse, Harbours  

• There are jobs in tourism.  

• Southend on Sea is located in south-eastern Essex, England. Human features/ 

attractions of Southend include:  

• The world's longest pleasure pier which was built in 1830 

• Southend Cliff railway which links the seafront to the high street level of the town  

• Adventure Island amusement park- this features rides, an arcade, food stands and 

more  

• A range of theatres and cinemas  

• Whitby is located about 20km from Scarborough, North Yorkshire, England  

• Physical features include: 

• The clifftops for coastal walks, beach (West Cliff beach) 

• Human features/ attractions include:  

• Crazy golf  

• Skateboard parks  

• Bumper boats  

• Around the beach there is:  

• Captain Cook Memorial Museum  

• Whitby Abbey 

• Whitby Harbour  

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

bay A bay is a part of a coast where the land curves 
inwards 
 

beach A beach is a narrow strip of land separating the sea 
from the land. It can be made of pebbles or sand 
 

cliff A cliff is a high area of land with a very steep side 
 

coast The coast is the border between the land and the 
sea 
 

headland  A headland is an area of land that sticks out into the 
sea 
 

port A port is where boats come to load and unload 
goods 
 

seaside Seaside is a place by the sea especially a beach area 
or holiday resort. A seaside often has a bay 
 

seaside resort A seaside resort is a town, village, or hotel that 

serves as a vacation resort and is located on a coast 

shore A shore is land that is located along the edge of a 
body of water 
 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Southend on Sea 
                                                           

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Whitby 


