Marion Richardson
Primary School

Tower Hamlets and the New Forest — what is the same and what is
different?

Where is the New Forest and what is it like there?

What is it like in my local area?

What human and physical features are there in my local area ?

Where do | live? What are the countries and capital cities of
the UK?

Where do | live? Which country and continent is it in?




Key Content

We live in Tower Hamlets, which is in London.
London is the capital city of England, which is a country.

England has many cities, the largest of which is London. There are also many thousands of towns
and villages with a range of roads and transport networks linking them together. Houses, shops,
leisure centres, theatres, cinemas and restaurants occupy cities but most of the land in the
country is used for farming.

The United Kingdom is made up of 4 countries that all have capital cities - England (London),
Northern Ireland (Belfast), Scotland (Edinburgh) and Wales (Cardiff).

Not all areas in the United Kingdom look like Tower Hamlets.

A capital city is an enormous settlement where the people who run a country meet.

The UK is in the continent of Europe.

There are 7 continents in the world: Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, South America,
Antarctica, Oceania (also known as Australasia and Australia on some maps)

A human feature of a place is something that has been built or put there by a person.

A physical feature is something that is formed by nature.

London lies on the River Thames, which runs from west to east. The Thames is England’s longest
river and the second longest in the UK (the longest being the River Severn). London is generally
flat but has some small hills: Tower Hill, Hampstead Heath, Highgate Hill and Parliament Hill. The
river was important when London was first built because it allowed ships from other countries to
deliver goods to the city.

As well as its buildings, London is also known for its underground railway, which is called the Tube
because the trains travel in underground tunnels that look like tubes. As London is the capital city
it has lots of monuments that commemorate significant people from the past, such as Nelson’s
Column in Trafalgar Square. The bridges that cross the river are also well known sights, especially
Tower Bridge. This is near to the Tower of London. London is an extremely busy place with a large
population of over 8 million people.

Children will study their immediate local area, starting with
their most familiar place - home. They learn what human
and physical features are and identify them in an area of
Tower Hamlets, through using maps/photographs and a
field trip. The focus gradually zooms out to London and the
United Kingdom, where children learn the countries and
capital cities of the United Kingdom.

A comparison of a small area in the New Forest (e.g.
Lyndhurst), demonstrates the diversity and difference
within the UK.

Children complete the unit by considering what is the same
and different about the human and physical features of
each place and deciding where they would most like to live,
providing simple reasons why.
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Key Vocabulary: (Introduced and taught in this unit)

Key Vocabulary: (reinforced from earlier learning)

Address a place where someone lives or an organization is situated Building a permanent structure built as a dwelling or shelter
City a large town
Atlas a book of maps
Countryside arural area

Capital City a capital city (or capital town or just capital) is a city or town, specified by law or Earth the planet in which we live in

constitution, by the government of a country, or part of a country, such as a state,

province or county. Fields open land area free of woods and buildings
Coast a part of the land adjoining or near the sea

Forest growth of trees and under bush covering a large area
Compass a device used to determine geographic direction House/Flat a building where we live.
Human Feature | human features are things that people have built like that great big wall or

Compass compass points are directions listed on a magnetic compass. The four main points on a the houses or roads
Points compass are North, South, East and West. Left/Right used to tell directions
Continent the world's main continuous expanses of land (Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South London Capital of the United Kingdom

America, Australia, Antarctica)

Map a diagrammatic representation of an area of land or sea showing physical
Farmland land used for farming features, cities, roads
Near/Far used when talking about distance
Globe a round model of the earth used like a map. Park a green area used for recreation
Physical a feature on earth's surface that has been formed by nature, trees, mountain

Heathland they are often wide, open spaces, where gorse (with little yellow flowers that smell like Feature oceans, rivers, lakes

coconut), bracken, heather and grasses grow River a large natural stream of water that flows over land
Human human features are things that people have built like that great big wall or the houses Road a wide way from leading from one place to another
Features or roads

Shop a place of business

North, South, | the four cardinal directions
East, West Stream a body of running water that flows on the earth’s surface.
Physical a feature on earth's surface that has been formed by nature, trees, mountains, oceans, Woods collection of trees on rural land
Features rivers, lakes
United is a country made up of england, scotland, wales and northern ireland
Kingdom
Village a group of houses and associated buildings, larger than a hamlet and smaller than a

town, situated in a rural area




