
 

 

 
  

How a composer uses rhythm and articulation to create character and responding to the music 
through movement. 

• Get moving and warmed up with I once saw an elephant. 

• Lis ten to two movements from Carnival of the animals – ‘The elephant’ and ‘Aviary’. 

• Identify how the composer uses rhythm and articulation to create character.  

• Respond to the character of the piece through movement.  

How a composer uses timbre to create character and responding to the 
music through art. 

• Get moving and warmed up with I  once saw an elephant. 

• Lis ten to two movements from Carnival of the animals – ‘Fossils’ and ‘The swan’. 

Identify how the choices of instruments create character. Respond to the character 
of the piece through drawing.  

• Lis ten to an extract from Danse macabre. 

Learn about Carnival of the animals and listen to 
‘Aquarium’. 

• Find out about the piece of music. 
• Lis ten to the music identifying instruments, and ta lk 

about the character of the music and the kind of animals 
i t represents. 

• Show the character of the music through movement. 

Key Content: 

● Select instruments and compose music to reflect an animal’s character. 

● Listen with increased concentration to sounds/music and respond by: talking about them using music 

vocabulary, or physically with movement and dance.  

● Identify different qualities of sound (timbre) e.g. smooth, scratchy, clicking, ringing, and how they are made.  

● Recognise and respond to changes of speed (tempo), the length of notes (duration – long/short), 
short/detached/smooth (articulation), and pitch (high/low) using music vocabulary, and/or movement. 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 2 Autumn 2nd ½  
The carnival of the animals 

Focus : Timbre, tempo, dynamics, 

pi tch, classical music. 

In Year 3 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 

What should I already know from Year 1?  
• Pupils use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
• Pupils play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
• Pupils listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music 
• Pupils experiment with, create, select, and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 
 

 

Key vocabulary: Aquarium 
• Timbre: strings, piano, 

glockenspiel. 
• Pitch: high. 

• Rhythm: long/short notes . 

• Articulation: sliding 

(glissando), smooth (legato). 
• Character: flowing, wavy, 

smooth. 

 
  

This year we are learning to:  
• Pupils use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
• Pupils play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
• Pupils listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music 
• Pupils experiment with, create, select, and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 
 

 

Key vocabulary: Fossils 
• Timbre: xylophone, 

strings, piano, clarinet. 
• Pitch: high. 

• Rhythm: long/short notes. 

• Tempo: fast. 

• Articulation: short/detach

ed notes (staccato). 
• Character: brittle, jerky. 

  

Key vocabulary: Aviary 
• Timbre: flute, piano. 

• Pitch: high. 

• Rhythm: long/short notes. 

• Tempo: fast. 
• Articulation: short notes 

(staccato), smooth (legato). 

• Character: twitchy, 

fluttering, swooping. 
  

Key vocabulary: The Elephant 
• Timbre: piano, double bass. 

• Pitch: low. 

• Rhythm: long/short notes. 

• Tempo: slow. 

• Articulation: short notes (staccato), smooth 

(legato). 
• Character: heavy, plodding, resonant. 

Key vocabulary: The Swan 
• Timbre: cello, strings, 

glockenspiel. 
• Pitch: low and high. 

• Rhythm: long/short notes. 

• Tempo: slow. 

• Articulation: smooth 

(legato). 
• Character: elegant, 

graceful, relaxing.  



 

 

 



 

 

 


