
 

 

 
  

Flight!  
• Listen to The lark ascending by Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

• Perform improvised solos over a shimmering 

accompaniment. 

• Structure different ideas together to make one big piece. 

• Perform your class bird-inspired composition. 

Exploring birdsong using instruments. 
• Invent a short motif using percussion instruments (orchestrating 

ideas from Lesson 1). 

• Use a number system to create structure. 

• Perform with and without a conductor. 

• Watch and listen to music by Ottorino Respighi and Olivier 

Messiaen 

Birds, names, and body percussion. 
• Watch and listen to their surroundings, paying 

particular attention to birdsong. 

• Create short musical motifs using voices and 

body percussion. 

• Follow a conductor. 

Key Content: 

• Invent simple patterns using voices, body 

percussion, and then instruments. 

• Follow signals given by a conductor/leader. 

• Structure compositional ideas into a bigger piece. 

• Improvise solos using instruments. 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 2 Autumn 2nd ½  

Composing music inspired by birdsong 
Focus : Composing using a non-musical s timulus. Creating 

mus ic inspired by bi rds and birdsong. Improvising and 

playing a solo on instruments. 

In Year 3 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 

What should I already know from Year 1?  
• Pupils use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
• Pupils play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
• Pupils listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music 
• Pupils experiment with, create, select, and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 
 

 

This year we are learning to:  
• Pupils use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
• Pupils play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
• Pupils listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music 
• Pupils experiment with, create, select, and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 
 

 

Key vocabulary:  

• motif – a short musical 
idea (birdsong – the short 
repeating patterns birds 
use to communicate – is a 
musical motif),  

• conductor – the person 
who signals to musicians 
and often decides the 
tempo (speed) of a piece 
as well as when it starts 
and stops,  

• orchestrate – choose 
which instruments play 
which ideas, 
accompaniment – a 
supporting part,  

• improvise – invent or 
create music without 
preparation (make it up 
on the spot!). 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


