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What is a tropical climate like?  
 

What is the climate like round the world?  
 

What is a polar climate like?   

 

What are the seasons in the UK?  
 

 

What is the weather like in the UK?  
  

What is the weather?  

Geography Learning Journey 

Year 2 Au.2 

What’s the weather like?   

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• Looking at photographs  

• Measuring temperature and rainfall in the school grounds  

• Using a UK map  

• Compass directions  

• Using a world map/globe. 

• Using a thematic map  

• Describing patterns on a map  

 

We will be introduced to:  

• Using digital sources to access today’s weather  

• Describing patterns  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where would you like to visit?  
 

We will focus on the weather in the UK with regards to temperature, 

rainfall, snow and storms. We will look at the similarities and 

differences in the weather in the UK.  

We will then move onto looking at the different seasons in the UK, then 

widen the scope to look at basic world climate.  

We will look at examples of a temperate climate, polar and tropical 

climate.  

We will then look at a contrasting overseas climate, building on prior 

knowledge focusing on Bangladesh and providing readiness for their 

next unit, by looking at the Amazon.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Places to visit 

Key Content 

• Temperature how hot or cold it is. We measure the temperature using a thermometer. We 

change our clothes based on the temperature. 

•  Rain falls from clouds in the sky in the form of water droplets. Water can also fall from the 

sky in the form of hail, sleet or snow. This is called precipitation. Rainfall is measured in mm. 

• Storms means violent weather, usually heavy rain and wind.  

• The 4 seasons in England are Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer  

• Not all countries have 4 seasons, some may just have two seasons or can be consistent all 

year. 

• Different types of weather in the UK – hot/cold/mild, sunny, rainy, snow, hail, sleet, windy 

• Weather can change on a daily basis. 

• There are four main elements of weather - the outside temperature, strength of the wind, 

whether it is raining, hailing, snowing, sleeting, foggy, and sunny or cloudy.  

• Climate is the average weather in a place over a long period of time 

• There are three main sorts of climate in the world: temperate, tropical and polar (locate on 

world map in relation to Equator and North and South Poles) 

• The UK has a temperate climate. A temperate climate is one that is not too extreme. We 

usually have mild winters and warm summers. It is colder in the north of England than the 

south. Whitby is normally colder than Tower Hamlets or Southend-on-Sea.  

• Temperature varies in ‘hot’ and ‘cold’ places both between day and night, and between 

seasons. For example, even in hot deserts the soaring heat of the daytime may be replaced 

with sub-zero temperatures by the end of the night, and polar regions can be as hot by day 

in the summer months as places much nearer the Equator. 

• Subtropical climates are found north and south of the tropical climates. They have a greater 

range of temperatures than tropical climates and they may have a wet and dry season. 

• The equator divides Earth into two equal parts: the Northern Hemisphere and the Southern 

Hemisphere. The Equator receives sunlight more directly and all year round. Places further 

away from the Equator get less direct sunlight so they are colder. The sun’s movement 

creates seasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Earth’s Climate Zones    

The Equator     

The Weather    

A Thermometer    



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning) 

autumn the season after summer and before winter, in the northern hemisphere 
from September to November and in the southern hemisphere from March 
to May: 

compass directions North, South, East and West 

continent  any of the world's main continuous expanses of land (Europe, Asia, Africa, 
North and South America, Australia, Antarctica). 

England, Scotland, 
Wales and 
Northern Ireland 

countries that make up the United Kingdom 

forest a large area covered chiefly with trees and undergrowth 

ice frozen water 

North And South 
Pole 

the point that is farthest south on Earth and the point that is farthest 
north on Earth 

ocean  a very large expanse of sea, in particular each of the main areas into which 
the sea is divided geographically 

polar climate a very cold climate 

rain the condensed moisture of the atmosphere falling visibly in separate drops 

seasons each of the four divisions of the year (spring, summer, autumn, and winter) 
marked by particular weather patterns 

sleet rain containing some ice, as when snow melts as it falls 

snow water vapour frozen into ice crystals and falling in light white flakes or lying 
on the ground as a white layer: 

spring the season after winter and before summer, in which vegetation begins to 
appear, in the northern hemisphere from march to may and in the southern 
hemisphere from september to november 

storm a violent disturbance of the atmosphere with strong winds and usually rain, 
thunder, lightning, or snow. 

summer the warmest season of the year, in the northern hemisphere from june to 
august and in the southern hemisphere from december to february 

sun the star round which the earth orbits 

temperate climate having a moderate climate which especially lacks extremes in temperature 

temperature the degree or intensity of heat present in a substance or object 

tropical climate is a damp climate 

weather The state of the atmosphere at a particular place and time as regards heat, 
cloudiness, dryness, sunshine, wind, rain 

winter the coldest season of the year, in the northern hemisphere from December 
to February and in the southern hemisphere from June to August: 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

(Introduced and taught in this unit) 

atmosphere  the gases surrounding the earth 

climate  how hot or cold a place is. 
the average weather over a period of time. 

elements  elements of weather is the day to day condition on the basis of 
temperature, humidity, rainfall and wind speed 

Equator  an imaginary circle around earth. it divides earth into two equal parts: the 
northern hemisphere and the southern hemisphere. 

floods  a great flow of water that rises and spreads over the land 

fog  a thick cloud of tiny water droplets suspended in the atmosphere 

habitat  a habitat is the home of an animal or a plant 

hail  pellets of frozen rain which fall from clouds 

hemisphere  Is half of a sphere, or ball. People use the word to describe one half of Earth 

iceberg  a huge chunk of ice floating in the ocean is called an iceberg 

North Pole  the point that is farthest north on Earth 

Northern 
Hemisphere 

Northern Hemisphere refers to the northern half of the planet. 

polar climate a very cold climate 

precipitation  rainfall 

rainforest  “rainforest” is a term for a forest of broad-leaved evergreen trees that 
receives high annual rainfall 

region  an area, especially part of a country or the world having definable 
characteristics but not always fixed boundaries 

sleet  rain containing some ice 

south pole  the point that is farthest south on Earth 

Southern 
Hemisphere 

Southern Hemisphere refers to the southern half of the planet. 

subtropical  the regions bordering on the tropical zone 

temperature  the degree or intensity of heat present in a substance or object 

thermometer an instrument for measuring and indicating temperature 

tropical climate  is a damp climate 

water droplets  a small column of liquid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Earth/353074

