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What is it like in London? What is it like in Snowdonia?  

What are the counties of the UK?  

In what ways are London and Snowdonia similar and different?   

Where are the hills and mountains of the UK?  

What are the rivers and seas in the UK?  

What are the countries and cities of the UK?  

Geography Learning Journey.       

Year 3 Au.2 

Exploring the UK    Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• Looking closely at photographs 

• Describing a location 

• Identifying physical features on a UK map. 

• Comparing and contrasting regions. 

• Using the four/eight points of a compass to describe 

location. 

• To use maps and atlases 

• To describe a location 

• To use the eight points of a compass to name the 

location of counties and cities.  

• Identify the physical and human features of a location 

• Asking questions and finding out information 

• Understand similarities and difference through the study 

of human and physical features of the contrasting 

regions 

• Presenting information  

We will be introduced to:  

• Using the eight points of a compass to describe the 

location of the countries and cities. 

• Compare and contrast the UK’s physical features with 

that of another European country. 

• Use a topographical map to identify locations. 

• Use a key/legend on a map. 

• Name and locate counties in the UK  

• Annotated maps  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will look at features of the UK, including the nations and the physical 

features.  

This unit looks to develop our use of directional vocabulary and will provide 

us with the opportunity to name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts 

and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Content 

• The UK is made up of four nations with their capital cities 

• The UK is an island surrounded by the North Sea, Atlantic Ocean, English Channel and the Irish Sea 

• Some parts of the UK are flat, some are hilly and some are mountainous.  

• Major rivers in the UK include the Severn, Thames and Trent. 

• The eight-point compass is used to give more precise directions.  

• Height of the land is shown on a topographical map.  

• A county is a smaller area of the UK often containing lots of towns and villages 

• England is the largest of the four countries of the United Kingdom (UK). It is also part of Great Britain, which includes Wales and 

Scotland.  

• Scotland is one of the four countries of the United Kingdom (UK). It is also part of Great Britain, which includes Wales and England. 

Scotland has seven cities and many rural areas. Its capital city is Edinburgh.  

• Wales is one of the four countries of the United Kingdom (UK). It is also part of Great Britain. Wales has six cities and many rural areas. 

Its capital city is Cardiff.  

• Northern Ireland is one of the four countries of the United Kingdom (UK). It is not part of Great Britain, which is made up of Scotland, 

Wales and England. Northern Ireland has five cities and many rural areas. Its capital city is Belfast.  

• Seas that surround the UK are: the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean to the west, the North Sea to the east and, separating the UK and 

France to the south, the English Channel.  

• The Pennines is a range of hills that runs roughly north to south and is sometimes called the backbone of England because it resembles 

a spine.  

• The Lake District is in the north west of England in the county of Cumbria. It has mountains, such as Scafell Pike, England’s highest 

peak, and lakes such as Windermere, England’s largest lake. There are many more physical features including rivers, lakes, caves and 

valleys. 

• Scotland has lowlands, uplands, highlands and islands. The highest peak is Ben Nevis. The Scottish word for lake is loch and Scotland 

have a number of large lochs, the most well-known being Loch Ness, famous for the legend of the Loch Ness monster, Nessie. The 

highlands and islands are very remote and have very few inhabitants. 

• Wales is known for its mountains and valleys. The highest mountain is Snowdon. It has three national parks: Snowdonia, an area 

marked by lakes, hills, moorlands, and waterfalls; the Pembrokeshire Coast – the only coastal national park in the United Kingdom – 

which is marked by sandy beaches and rugged hills; Brecon Beacons, a mountain range in South Wales, famous for high peaks, valleys, 

moorlands, lakes, caves and waterfalls. 

• Northern Ireland has a number of notable physical features: Lough (lake) Neagh is the largest freshwater lake in the UK. The mountains 

include Sperrin, Mourne and the Antrim Plateau that stretches along its northern coastline. Northern Ireland’s largest rivers are the 

Bann, Foyle, Lagan and Mourne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Topographic Map of the UK  

Counties of the UK    

Snowdonia     



 

Key Vocabulary: 

(introduced and taught in this unit)  

 

county  the action of buying and selling goods and services 

economic  considered in relation to trade, industry, and the 
creation of wealth 

government  the group of people with the authority to govern a 
country or state; a particular ministry in office 

key  map keys use symbols, colours, or lines to represent 
important places or landmarks on a map 

land use  land use describes the relationship between people 
and land. 

landlocked a country or region almost or entirely surrounded by 
land 

legend  a map legend or key is a visual explanation of the 
symbols used on the map 

north- west  point of direction  

north-east  point of direction 

peak  pointed top of a mountain 

population  all the inhabitants of a particular place 

range  the area of variation between upper and lower limits 
on a particular scale 

region  an area, especially part of a country or the world 
having definable characteristics but not always fixed 
boundaries 

second city  commonly a country's "second city" is the city that is 
thought to be the second-most important, according to 
criteria such as population size, economic importance 
and cultural contribution 

services  services are the non-physical, intangible parts of our 
economy, as opposed to goods, which we can touch or 
handle 

south-east  point of direction 

south-west  point of direction 

trade  trade is the buying and selling of goods and services 
between different countries around the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning)  

capital city 
the city or town that functions as the seat of government and administrative 
centre of a country or region 

location a particular place or position 

north, south, east, 
west 

points on a compass that determine direction  

urban relating to the characteristic of a town or city 

tourism tourism is the business of encouraging and supporting tourists. 

river 
a large natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake, or 
another rive 

sea the expanse of salt water that covers most of the earth's surface and 
surrounds its land masses 

island  a piece of land surrounded by water 

coast the part of the land adjoining or near the sea 

ocean  a very large expanse of sea, in particular each of the main areas into which the 
sea is divided geographically 

harbour a place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter, especially one 
protected from rough water by piers and jetties 

coastline the land along a coast 

port a town or city with a harbour or access to navigable water where ships load or 
unload 

cliff a steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea 

beach a beach is a landform along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river 

inland situated in the interior of a country rather than on the coast 

mountain  a large natural elevation of the earth's surface rising abruptly from the 
surrounding level; a large steep hill 

hill a naturally raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain. 

rural relating to characteristic of the countryside rather than the town 

farm an area of land and its buildings, used for growing crops and rearing animals 

country a nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory 

city a city is a place where many people live closely together 

8-point compass north, east, south, west, north east, north west, south east, south west.  

directions instructions to get somewhere  

climate the weather found in a certain place over a long period of time is known as 
the climate 

landscape all the visible features of an area of land, often considered in terms of their 
aesthetic appeal: 

human features human features like houses, roads and bridges are things that have been built 
by people 

physical features physical features like seas, mountains and rivers are natural. 

vegetation plant life or total plant cover 

work activity involving mental or physical effort done in order to achieve a purpose 
or result 

 

 

 

 


