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How is the river used today? How has it been used in the past?  

The water cycle  

How is the river used today? How has it been used in the past?  

What is a river like from source to sea?  

What is a river like from source to sea? Focus: source  

Fieldtrip to a local river 

Geography Learning Journey.         Year 3 Sp.2 

Water Resources     

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• Using fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

• Using an OS map – four figure grid references, 

symbols.  

• Using aerial photos and ground photos. 

• Looking at photographs 

• Using photographs and maps  

 

We will be introduced to:  

• Flow diagram  

• Using historical paintings   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will start by taking a walk by a section of the River Thames to observe key landmarks and learn about 

how the river has changed.  

We will learn about river processes and landforms.  

We will explore key parts of the river and how rivers are different near the source and near the mouth.  

We will look at how people use rivers.  

We will learn about the water cycle.  

We will develop our mapwork skills with UK OS maps using 4 figure grid references OS symbols and key.   
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Key Content 

• Physical Characteristics of the River Thames:  

• The source of the River Thames is Thames Head in Gloucestershire. It flows for 215 miles to its mouth at the Thames Estuary where it flows into the North Sea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The River Thames is the 2nd longest river in the UK. Smaller rivers which flow into larger rivers are called tributaries 

• The River Thames was first recorded as being frozen in AD 1150. In the 1800’s people used to hold ‘frost fairs’ on the Thames in London, taking advantage of the fact that it was frozen. Over the 

years there have been more occasions of the Thames being frozen.  

• To prevent flooding, the Thames Barrier which is closed at exceptionally high tides, was built across the river near Woolwich (South London)  

• The country alongside the Thames is mostly rolling hills with farming and grazing being the main uses of the land until London when it becomes urbanised. 

• The River Thames changes throughout its course  

o While It is slow and meandering for most of its length, the speed of the flow of the Thames increases the further downstream you go (towards the sea). This is because of more and more 

tributaries join the river adding their water to it. 

o The width of the Thames also increases the further downstream you go 

o The River Thames becomes tidal at Teddington Lock. 

• The water cycle is the circulation of the earths water. Water goes through the following stages:  

 
• People interact with the River Thames and the surrounding landscape in a range of ways, including:  

  

 

 

1. Evaporation- the sun warms water in the sea and turns it into an 

invisible gas.  

2. Condensation- the gas rises and turns in to tiny droplets of water 

making clouds. The tiny droplets bump into each other and join 

together to make bigger drops 

3. Precipitation- When the drops of water become heavy enough 

they fall as rain  

4. Collection- Rivers carry the rainwater back to the sea. The water 

cycle begins again 

Means of Transport      Trade Route for London       A Form of Defence       Source of Drinking Water        Vital for London’s Industries & Employment         Part of London’s Sewer System       



 

 

   

  

Key Vocabulary: 

(introduced and taught in this unit)  

Canal a long, narrow stretch of water that has been made for boats to travel 
along or to bring water to a particular area 

Condensation small drops of water which form when warm water vapour or steam 
touches a cold surface such as a window 

Current  a steady and continuous flowing movement of some of the water in a 
river, lake, or sea 

Docks the area around a wharf or pier, used for the mooring, loading, 
unloading, and repair of ships 

Downstream  Something that is moving downstream is moving towards the mouth of 
a river, from a point further up the river. Something that is 
downstream is further towards the mouth of a river than where you 
are. 

Estuary  the wide part of a river where it joins the sea 

Evaporation when a liquid changes to a vapor, caused by an increase in 
temperature and/or a decrease in pressure 

Flood If there is a flood, a large amount of water covers an area which is 
usually dry, for example when a river flows over its banks or a pipe 
bursts 

Hydroelectricity electricity made from the energy of running water 

Marina a small harbour for small boats that are used for leisure 

Meander  a large bend in a river 

Mouth the widening channel of a river where it nears the sea, with a mixing of 
fresh water and salt (tidal) water 

Ordnance 
Survey Map 

a detailed map produced by the British or Irish government map-
making organization 

Pollution  poisonous or dirty substances that are polluting the water, air, or land 
somewhere 

Rowing a sport in which people or teams race against each other in boats with 
oars 

Sailing the practice, art, or technique of sailing a vessel 

Settlement   a place where people have come to live and have built homes 

Sewage waste matter such as faeces or dirty water from homes and factories, 
which flows away through sewers or drains for dumping or conversion 
into a form that is not toxic 

Source  the source is where a river starts its journey and is usually found in the 
hills or mountains. Some rivers begin at springs where water naturally 
seeps or gushes from the ground, others are formed when rain or 
melted snow runs as surface water into streams.  A river can have 
more than one source 

Transportation a system for taking people or goods from one place to another, for 
example using buses or trains 

Tributary a stream or river that flows into a larger one. 

Waste  material which has been used and is no longer wanted 

Water Cycle the circulation of the earth's water 

Water Supply the supply of treated and purified water for a community 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning)  

Atlantic Ocean the world’s second largest ocean,  touching the American continents to the 
west and Europe and Africa to the east 

Coast the line or zone where the land meets the sea or some other large expanse of 
water 

Compass 
directions 

compass directions help you find your way around map. There are four main 
directions on a compass: north, south, east and west  

English Channel an arm of the Atlantic Ocean between S England and N France, linked with the 
North Sea by the Strait of Dover 

Fishing the sport, hobby, or business of catching fish 

Irish Sea an arm of the North Atlantic Ocean between Great Britain and Ireland 

Key a list of the symbols or abbreviations used on a map or diagram, and their 
meanings 

Landmark a building or feature which is easily noticed and can be used to judge your 
position or the position of other buildings or features 

North Sea an arm of the Atlantic between Great Britain and the N European mainland 

Port  a harbour area where ships load and unload goods or passengers 

Precipitation rain, snow, sleet, dew, etc, formed by condensation of water vapour in the 
atmosphere 

River a large natural stream of fresh water flowing along a definite course, usually 
into the sea, being fed by tributary streams 

Severn  the longest river in Great Britain. 

Thames the second longest river in the UK 

Tourism the business or industry of providing information, accommodations, 
transportation, and other services to tourists 

Trade when people, firms, or countries trade, they buy, sell, or exchange goods or 
services between themselves 

Trent  A river in central England, flowing from Staffordshire northeast to the Humber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


