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Compose a rhythm pattern. 
• Practise dancing with a partner. 
• Extend learning about the music of Cuba by l istening to further tracks. 
• Invent short rhythm patterns to add to the instrumental sections. 

• Practise playing in the instrumental sections and singing the choruses. 
 

Practise the song and learn about Cuban music. 
• Recap the salsa steps they have learnt so far (Steps 1, 2, and 3) then move on to the final step (Step 4), where they 

wi l l dance with a  partner. 
• Learn about the music and dances of Cuba. 

• Practise playing the chords A minor and F, and accompany singing. 
• Try and play through the whole song, incorporating s inging and chordal accompaniment. 

Putting it all together. 
• Play, s ing, dance (or any combination of these things) in a class performance of Latin dance. 
• Work as  a team and support each other. 
• Most importantly, enjoy performing the song! 

Progression snapshot 2. Make a video recording of children singing. 
• Practise the basic step and side basic s teps of salsa dance, plus learn Step 3: ‘The fifth position 

breaks’. 

• Warm-up the voice with Plasticine person. 
• Revisit the song Tongo, working in small groups to sing in ca ll-and-response, and invent and add a  

drone to their performance.  

• Record their performance.. 

Learn to play the chords A minor and F major. 

• Recap the ‘feel the first beat’ activity. 

• Learn to play the chords of A minor and F major. 
• Practise singing the chorus, improving rhythm and tuning and beginning to learn 

the verses. 
• Practise the first step of the salsa dance, then learn step two. 

Feel the rhythm. 
• Begin to learn the song Latin dance. 
• Get the rhythms of salsa into their bodies through movement. 

Key Content: 

• Listen to a range of Cuban 
pieces, understanding 
influences on the music and 
recognising some of its 
musical features. 

• Sing the syncopated 
rhythms in Latin dance and 
recognise a verse/chorus 
structure. 

• Working in small groups, 
sing a call-and-response 
song with an invented drone 
accompaniment. 

• Play a one-note part 
contributing to the chords 
accompanying the verses. 

• Compose a 4-beat rhythm 
pattern to play during the 
instrumental sections. 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 3 Spring 1st ½  

Latin dance 
Focus : Salsa, beat, clave rhythm, timbre, chords, 

rhythm pattern, progression snapshot 2. 

In Year 4 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter 

related dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, 
dynamics, tempo 

• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like 

and do not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as 

dance, art, creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood 

or feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-
related musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 

What should I already know from Year 2?  
• Pupils use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
• Pupils play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
• Pupils listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music 
• Pupils experiment with, create, select, and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 
 

 

Key vocabulary 

● Duration: beat, 

syncopation, 4 beats in 
a bar, rhythm pattern. 

● Pitch: melody, chords. 

● Structure: song (verse, 
chorus, instrumental), 
call-and-response. 

● Texture: 
accompaniment. 

● Timbre: piano, drums, 

bass, guitar, claves, 
timbale, trumpet, 
conga, bongos. 

● Style: Latin, salsa. 

● Other: Latin America. 

 
  This year we are learning to:  

• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 
dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 

• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 

• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 
creation of own music response 

• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 
with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

 



  
 
 


