
 

 

 
  

Kandinsky – shapes become music. 
• Learn about Wassily Kandinsky and synaesthesia. 
• Make music inspired by Kandinsky’s art. 
• Structure pieces to make a suite. 
• Make and read a graphic score. 

Rothko – colour becomes sound. 
• Invent short motifs inspired by Mark Rothko’s paintings and use of 

colour. 
• Combine and structure their motifs to make short pieces.  
• Learn about texture in music. 
• Create a suite. 

Listen to colour – sound becomes colour. 
• Listen to and analyse four pieces of music, all related 

to/inspired by colour. 
• Create their own sounds inspired by colour.  
• Learn about timbre. 
• Structure motifs to make a piece. 

Key Content: 

• Create short sounds inspired by colours and 
shapes. 

• Understand that instruments can be used 
individually and in combination to create 
different effects of timbre and texture. 

• Structure their musical ideas into a 
composition. 

• Create and read graphic scores. 
  

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 4 Autumn 2nd ½  

Composing with colour 

Focus : Creating music inspired by colour and art. 

Composing using a non-musical stimulus. Timbre, dynamics, 

rhythm, texture, suite, graphic score. 

Key vocabulary:  
• Timbre: the specific quality of each sound 

(often described as the ‘colour’ of the 
sound).  

• Dynamics: volume, loud and quiet.  
• Rhythm: a pattern of notes with different 

durations.  
• Texture: the way sounds are combined.  
• Other: Suite (a collection of short musical 

pieces played one after the other), graphic 
score (a visual representation of music), motif 
(a short musical idea). 

 

What should I already know from Year 3?  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

This year we are learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

 

In Year 5 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


