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6. What is the future for one city?  

 

5. What is the future for one city? 

 

4. What are sustainable cities? 

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of 

rapid urban growth? 

2. Why have cities grown? 

1. How have cities grown? 

 

Geography Learning Journey.         Year 4 Su.2 

Cities of the Future    

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• Thematic map – world urbanisation 

• Drawing a line graph. Describing distribution 

• Using photographs, maps 

• Review world maps, continents and key lines of 

latitude 

• Urban and rural areas 

 

We will be introduced to:  
Push factor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of the unit is to bring together and to practise the geographical knowledge and skills learned over lower KS2, 

providing readiness for upper KS2. Learners will consolidate and practise their knowledge of the UK and South 

America, also their developing understanding of resource issues (food and water) and interaction (physical-human 

and human-human links). They will refer back to their understanding of how cities such as London and Sao Paulo (or 

other case study) have changed over time and how they might change further in the future. They will develop their 

understanding of sustainability (introduced in 4.2) and use it to consider possible, preferable and probable futures 

for a city of their choice.   
 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Key Content 

• Cities have grown rapidly over the last 100 years (urbanisation) 

• Many people have moved into cities due to push and pull factors 

• This rapid urbanisation has caused positive and negative effect 

• Push factors in migration include but are not limited to limited job opportunities, political oppression, 

conflict, natural disasters, and corruption. Push factors of migration are economic, political, cultural, 

or a combination. 

• Many cities are facing problems with water supply, congestion and pollution (case study e.g. London, 

Mexico City give examples) 

•  A key source of river pollution is 'road run off'. This occurs when pollutants that settle on the surface 

of the road, such as residue from oil spills, as well as tyre and brake wear from vehicles, build up 

during dry weather and are then washed into nearby rivers and streams when it rains. 

• Sustainability means living in a way that does not cause problems for future generations 

• Sustainability refers to the ability to maintain or support a process continuously over time. In business 

and policy contexts, sustainability seeks to prevent the depletion of natural or physical resources, so 

that they will remain available for the long term. 

• Sustainability can be social, economic and environmental: The perfect sustainable city would be one 

that is self-sufficient in energy, manages waste to produce energy, has more sustainable transport, 

maintains green spaces and manages and uses its natural resources correctly. It would be a city that is 

built on the principles of ecology, education and equality. 

•  

 Sustainability is the long term maintenance and enhancement of human well-being within finite 

planetary resources. It is usually considered to have environmental, economic, and social dimensions. 

• What might sustainable cities look like?  

• What are possible, probable, and preferable futures for one city? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mexico City  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of London  
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A Sustainable City  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Sustainable City  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(introduced and taught in this unit)  

futures Time that is yet to come 

megacities A city with more than 10 million inhabitants. 

possible Something that may exist or happen 

preferable Something that is more desirable or suitable. 

probable Something that is likely to happen 

pull factors Something that attracts people to a place or an activity. E.G. warm weather or 
better jobs 

push factors The important factors which motivate people to move can be classified into 
five categories. They are economic factors, demographic factors, socio-cultural 
factors, political factors and miscellaneous factors. 
 

sustainability The practice of using natural resources responsibly, so they can support both 
present and future generations 

urban sprawl The rapid expansion of the geographic extent of cities and towns 
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Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning)  

continents a large solid area of land 

countryside land that is away from big towns and cities 

economic the way people spend money and the way people make money 

employment a job that pays wages or a salary 

environmental All the physical surroundings on Earth 

latitude 
The latitude of a place is its distance north or south of the 
equator 

migration A long journey to a new home 

rural areas in the country which are less densely populated 

social relating to society or to the way society is organized 

urbanisation 
more areas of the world are becoming cities and fewer are small 
towns or farmland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Largest Cities in the World 

(by population)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


