
Northeast Brazil – let’s take a closer look  

What are the human features of South America?  

How do the biomes relate to climate and landscape in 

South America?  

`  

Southeast Brazil – let’s take a closer look  

What are the biomes in South America?  

Where is South America?  

Geography Learning Journey.         Year 4 Au.2 

Exploring South America   

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• Use of maps, atlases and globes 

• Use of an eight-point compass to locate South America 

and its biomes. 

• Looking at thematic maps  

• Using photographs  

• Using topographical maps  

• Using an atlas  

• Looking at a line graph of population growth in a city  

 

We will be introduced to:  

• Latitude and longitude  

• Time zones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be introduced to biomes and how the location of South 

America and the proximity of the Equator and Tropics has an impact 

on its biome.  

We will zoom into Brazil and look at the physical and human features 

of the country by using atlases, maps and digital maps.  

We will then take a closer look at the specific contrasting locations; a 

city in SE Brazil and a region of NE Brazil.   

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Key Content 

• South America is a continent located in the western hemisphere and mainly in the southern 

hemisphere. 

• It is bordered to the north by the continent of North America and the Caribbean Sea; to the 

west by the Pacific Ocean; to the east by the Atlantic Ocean and to the south by the Southern 

Ocean. 

• South America is made up of 12 countries.  

• Its largest country is Brazil, which covers more than half the continent's landmass. Brazil is 

only slightly smaller than the USA.  

• The smallest country is Suriname, one of the ten most sparsely populated countries in the 

world.  

• The biggest island is Tierra del Fuego (Land of Fire), at the southern tip of Argentina and 

Chile.  

• Bolivia and Paraguay are both landlocked countries.  

• Lake Titicaca (shared by Bolivia and Peru) is the continent’s biggest lake. 

• While South America's rainforests are some of the wettest places on Earth, the Atacama 

Desert in Chile is considered the driest place on Earth.  

• The population of South America is estimated to be 432 million – about 5.6 percent of the 

total world population.  

• The most populous country in South America is Brazil, with 207.7 million people. The second 

largest country is Colombia with a population of 48.6 million, followed by Argentina with 43.8 

million. 

• Most of the population lives near the continent's western or eastern coasts while the interior 

and the far south are sparsely populated.  

• The movement of the population from rural to urban areas has sped up the economic growth 

of the continent’s countries. However, on the downside, many of the largest cities of South 

America are struggling to overcome traffic problems, housing and water shortages, and other 

high-population related problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countries in South America    

Population Density in 

South America    

Map showing Biomes  

Sao Paulo, Brazil State of Acre, Brazil  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(introduced and taught in this unit)  

Agriculture  farming and the methods that are used  to raise and look after crops 
and animal 

Antarctic circle  the imaginary circle around the earth, parallel to  the equator, 
at latitude 66° 32′ s; it marks the southernmost point at which 
the sun appears above the level of the horizon at the winter solstice 

Biomes  a way to categorise the earth’s surface.  
the categories are based on climate patterns, soil types and the animals 
and plants that inhabit an area 

Congestion  if there is congestion in a place, the place is extremely crowded and 
blocked with traffic or people 

Dense  something that is dense contains a lot of things or people in a small area 

Density  the extent to which something is filled or covered with people or things 

Desert  a large area of land, usually in a hot region, where there is almost no 
water, rain, trees, or plants 

Drought  a long period of time during which no rain falls 

Grasslands  land covered with wild grass  

Latitude  the latitude of a place is its distance from the 
equator. compare longitude 

Longitude  the longitude of a place is its distance to the west or east 
of  line passing through Greenwich 

Migration  a group of people moving from one place to another, especially to live 
somewhere or to find work 

Pollution  poisonous or dirty substances that are polluting the water, air, or 
land somewhere 

Population  the population of a country or area is all the people who live in it 

River basin  the area of land from which all the water flows into a particular river. 

Southern 
Ocean  

another name for the Antarctic Ocean 

Sparse  something that is sparse is small in number or amount and spread out 
over an area 

Time zone  one of the areas into which the world is divided where the time is 
calculated as being a particular number of hours behind or ahead of 
GMT. 

Tropic of 
Capricorn  

an imaginary line around the Earth 23° 26′ south of the equator. 

Urban sprawl  the spread of an urban area into what used to be countryside 

Urbanisation  making an area, especially rural are or country, more industrialised and 
urban  

Wetlands  an area of swampy or marshy land 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning)  

Atlantic Ocean  
the world's second largest ocean, bounded in the north by the Arctic, in 
the south by the Antarctic, in the west by North and South America, and 
in the east by Europe and Africa. 

Climate  the general weather conditions that are typical of it. 

Coast  an area of land that is next to the sea 

Employment  having a paid job  

Equator  
an imaginary line around the middle of the Earth at an equal distance 
from the North Pole and the South Pole. 

Farming  the activity of growing crops or keeping animals on a farm. 

Forest a large area where trees grow close together 

Indigenous  people or things belong to the country in which they are found, rather 
than coming there or being brought there from another country. 

Inland  away from the coast, towards or near the middle of a country. if you go 
inland, you go away from the coast, towards the middle of a country. 

Land use  how land is used e.g. for farming, for industry, for housing 

Mountains  a very high area of land with steep sides 

Mouth  the mouth of a river is the place where it flows into the sea. 

Ocean  the sea 

Pacific Ocean  the world's largest and deepest ocean, lying between Asia and Australia 
and North and South America 

Polar  an area that is near the North and South Poles 

Port  a town by the sea or on a river, which has a harbour 

Rainforest  a thick forest of tall trees which is found in tropical areas where there is 
a lot of rain 

Region  a large area of land that is different from other areas of land, for 
example because it is one of the different parts of a country with its 
own customs and characteristics, or because it has a particular 
geographical feature 

River  a large amount of fresh water flowing continuously in a long line across 
the land 

Rural  rural places are far away from large towns or cities 

Settlement  a place where people have come to live and have built homes 

South Pole  the place on the surface of the earth which is farthest towards the south 

Southern 
Hemisphere  

the half of the earth lying south of the equator 

Temperate  used to describe a climate or a place which is never extremely hot or 
extremely cold 

Trade  the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services between 
people, firms, or countries 

Tropical  belonging to or typical of the tropics. weather that is hot and damp 

Urban  belonging to, or relating to, a town or city 

Volcano  a mountain from which hot melted rock, gas, steam, and ash from inside 
the earth sometimes burst 
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