
 

 

 
  

Exploring Gospel music further. 
• Compare the features and styles of Gospel pioneers and more 

contemporary artists. 

• Listen and move in time to songs in a Gospel style. 

• Participate in a performance of Why we sing, incorporating things 
they have learnt about performing music in a Gospel style. 

Singing in a Gospel style – phrasing and articulation. 
• Warm up bodies and voices with Let’s start to sing. 

• Recap what they have learnt about Gospel music. 

• Join in with a performance of Why we sing. 

• Work on skills of phrasing and articulation in singing 

Learn about Gospel songs and spirituals. 
• Learn about spirituals and Gospel music. 

• Listen to recordings of spirituals and Gospel music. 

• Learn about Gospel songwriter and artist Kirk Franklin. 

• Watch a performance of Why we sing and discuss the 
music. 

Key Content: 

• Recognise individual instruments and voices by ear. 

• Listen to a selection of Gospel music and spirituals and 
identify key elements that give the music its unique 
sound.  

• Talk about pieces using music vocabulary (e.g. the ways 
the voices are used, the contrasting texture of solo voice 
and choir, singing in harmony, the lyrics etc.) 

• Develop and practise techniques for singing and 
performing in a Gospel style. 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 5 Autumn 2nd ½  

Why we sing 

Focus : Gospel music, instruments, s tructure, texture, vocal 

decoration. 

Key vocabulary: 
• Dynamics: quiet, louder, getting 

louder (crescendo).  
• Pitch: melody, harmony, high voices 

and low voices.  
• Structure: call-and-response, spoken 

interludes, phrase.  
• Texture: unison (singing same 

melody), homophonic (singing in 
harmony).  

• Timbre: choir, male and female 
voices, congregation, electric piano, 
bass guitar, drum kit.  

• Other: music for praise, Gospel, 
spiritual, expression, legato, slide 
(glissando), note bend, decoration, 
diction, articulation. 

 

What should I already know from Year 4?  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related dimensions in a piece of 

music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not like about a piece of 

music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, creation of own music 

response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling with increasing 

awareness of the inter-related musical dimensions and the effect they have 
• Record their work graphically 

 
 

This year we are learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

In Year 6 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


