
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Biographies  

Women in Space   

Main Unit Text  Hidden Figures, Margot Lee Shetterly   

Wider Reading  

• Explorers: Amazing Tales of the World's Greatest Adventurers, Nellie 

Huang  

• Blast Off!: How Mary Sherman Morgan Fueled America Into Space, 

Suzanne Slade   

• HerStory: 50 Women and Girls Who Shook the World, Katherine 

Halligan  

 

Read a range of biographies 
and identify the features 

Conduct research into the life 
of key women involved in 

STEM and space 

Make notes based on the 
information gathered and use 

this to plan the biography 

Write a biography 

about a chosen significant 
individual 

Grammar Focus     

• write coherent narratives (fiction and non-fiction) for a 
range of purposes  

 

• organise paragraphs around themes across a piece of 

writing  
 

• use a range of conjunctions (co-ordinating and 
subordinating), adverbs and prepositions 

 

• use taught punctuation with accuracy 
 

• devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g. then, 
after that, this, firstly). 

 

 

In Year 6, children will go on to 

explore biographies through learning 

about the life of Muhammad Ali   

Main Unit Outcome  

To write the biography of a significant 

individual involved in STEM and the 

Space Race  

In Year 3, children learned about the 

features a biography through the life 

of Wangari Mathaai. In year 4 they 

also created a biography based on 

the life of Joseph Coelho 

Key Vocabulary: 

Segregated, race, laboratory, 

assignments, wind tunnel, 

turbulence, satellite, NASA, 

trajectories, engineer, supersonic, 

perseverance.  


