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How is climate affecting coastal areas?  

How do coastal areas contribute to a 

country’s economy? How can these areas 

be protected?  

Will the sea take over? 

How are coastal features formed?  

What is the coast like?  

Where are our UK coastal areas?  

                                                         

                      Geography Learning Journey.         Year 5 Sp.2 

Will the sea take over?    

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• using maps and photographs including aerial photos  

• using world maps and describing locations 

• using Ordnance Survey maps – symbols, key and 6-

figure grid references 

• predicting change 
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We will learn about coastal environments.  

We will look at similarities and differences between a variety of coastal environments.  

We will explore the coastal economy and look at how coastal landforms are formed.  

We will carry out a case study focusing on rising sea levels and who this will affect coastal 

regions.  

We will revisit Ordnance Survey maps and learn 6-figure grid references to pinpoint the 

location of landforms.  
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Places to visit 

Key Content 
Coastal landforms are features that are created along the coast due to different processes that occur 

 

 

 

Coastal landforms in the UK include: bays, cliffs, beaches, arches, caves, stacks and headlands  

 

 

 

Coastal landforms are made by erosion, transportation and deposition 

Erosion  is a gradual process where the force of waves breaks down the land (rocks). Cliffs, stacks, bays, headlands, caves and arches are caused by erosion 

Transportation is when waves and tides transfer the broken material (sediment)  somewhere else 

Deposition is when waves and tides lose their energy, stop transporting the eroded material (sediment), and deposit it. Beaches are caused by deposition 

 Coastal areas are important to a country’s economy. 

Climate change is affecting coastal areas e.g. sea levels rise and coral bleaching.  

People can protect the coast, for example by sea walls, groynes, gabions and beach nourishment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

arch    beach      bay    cliff   stacks   headland cave    

 
 

Land forms caused by erosion  

 

 Bay and headland formation   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
beach nourishment gabions 

sea wall groynes 



 

 

  
Key Vocabulary: (introduced and taught in this unit)  

Accommodation buildings or rooms where people live or stay 

Arch a landform caused by waves eroding and breaking through the headland on both sides  

Archipelagos  a group of islands, especially small islands 

Cave caves at the base of a cliff, created by waves crashing against a cliff again and again  

Climate change changes in the earth’s climate, especially the gradual rise in temperature caused by high levels of 
carbon dioxide and other gases 

Container ships a ship that is designed for carrying goods that are packed in large metal or wooden boxes. 

Coral reef a long narrow mass of coral and other substances, the top of which is usually just above or just 
below the surface of the sea 

Cruise holiday during which you travel on a ship or boat and visit a number of places 

Deckchairs a simple chair with a folding frame, and a piece of canvas as the seat and back. Deckchairs are 
usually used on the beach, on a ship, or in the garden 

Deposition process in which sediments, soil and rocks are added to a landform or landmass 

Docks the area around a wharf or pier, used for the mooring, loading, unloading, and repair of ships 

Dune a hill of sand near the sea or in a desert 

Erosion the wearing away and removal of rock or soil in a particular area by rivers, the sea, or the 
weather  

Export goods which are sold to another country and sent there 

Ferry a boat that transports passengers and sometimes also vehicles, usually across rivers or short 
stretches of sea 

Global warming the gradual rise in the earth's temperature caused by high levels of carbon dioxide and other gases 
in the atmosphere 

Groynes a wall built out from a riverbank or seashore to control erosion 

Headland a narrow piece of land which sticks out from the coast into the sea 

Import To import products or raw materials means to buy them from another country for use in your own 
country 

Industry the work and processes involved in collecting raw materials, and making them into products in 
factories 

Rocks a large piece of rock that sticks up out of the ground or the sea, or that has broken away from a 
mountain or a cliff 

Sea level rise caused primarily by two factors related to global warming: the added water from melting ice sheets 
and glaciers, and the expansion of seawater as it warms 

Sea walls a wall built along the edge of the sea to stop the sea flowing over the land or destroying it 

Shingle a mass of small rough pieces of stone on the shore of a sea or a river 

Stack a column of rock cut off from the coast line  

Sediment  solid material that settles at the bottom of a liquid, especially earth and pieces of rock that have 
been carried along and then left somewhere by water, ice, or wind. 

Transportation a system for taking people or goods from one place to another, for example using buses or trains 

Yachts a large boat with sails or a motor, used for racing or pleasure trips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning)  

Bay 

Beach 

Cliff 

Coast 

Compass points 

Economy 

Fishing 

Harbour 

Holiday 

Islands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact of tourism in coastal areas   

Mediterranean 

Peninsula 

Pier 

Port 

Promenade 

Rock 

Sand  

Sea 

Seaside 

Tourism 

Trade 

 


