
 

 

 
  

Create a bassline. 

• Work collaboratively in groups. 

• Compose a bassline to ‘lock in’ with their drum patterns. 
 

Create a drum groove. 

• Recreate one or more drum grooves. 

• Create their own drum patterns as part of a group. 

• Notate their created drum groove. 

Key Content: 

• Show understanding of how a drum pattern, bass line and riff fit together to create a 
memorable and catchy groove. 

• Identify drum patterns, basslines, and riffs and play them using body percussion and voices. 

• Compose and perform drum patterns, basslines, and riffs on a variety of instruments as part 
of a group. 

 

Create a riff-based melody. 

• Compose a memorable riff-based melody. 

• Review their work to make improvements. 
 

Key vocabulary: 

• Pitch: pentatonic scale (5-note scale), 
bass line (the lowest melodic part of 
an ensemble, often played by a bass 
guitar or a double bass). 
  

• Rhythm: backbeat (typically falls on 
beats 2 and 4, and often played by 
the snare drum). 
  

• Structure: riff (a repeated musical 
pattern that forms the basis of a 
song). 
  

• Timbre: legato (smooth), staccato (d
etached). 
  

• Other: head (the main melody of a 
song, specifically used in jazz/groove 
music). 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 5 Spring 2nd ½  

Building a groove 
Focus: Beat, rhythm, basslines, riffs. 

What should I already know from Year 4?  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related dimensions in a piece of 

music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not like about a piece of 

music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, creation of own music 

response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling with increasing 

awareness of the inter-related musical dimensions and the effect they have 
• Record their work graphically 

 
 

This year we are learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

In Year 6 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 



 

 

 
 


