
 

 

Gamelan beleganjur. 

• Learn about the history of Balinese gamelan beleganjur 
music. 

• Perform interlocking rice-pounding patterns from grid 
notation. 

• Work creatively in small groups to explore different ways 
of making sounds for a gamelan performance. 

Making connections… create and perform. 

• Identify vocal and instrumental sounds, matching them to each other 
and to notation. 

• Create, notate, and perform an interlocking rhythm over 8-beat 
patterns. 

 
  

The kecak vocal chant. 

• Learn about the history and cultural context of the Balinese kecak chant. 

• Listen and identify repeating cycles in Balinese music. 

• Reproduce the core melody, gong, and beat of the kecak chant.  

• Respond to changes of tempo. 

Key Content: 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the Balinese musical forms of gamelan beleganjur 
and kecak. 

• Listen and match vocal and instrumental sounds to each other, and to notation. 

• Sing/chant a part within a kecak performance. 

• Compose a kecak piece as part of a group. 

 

Key vocabulary: 
 

• Duration: cycle – a looped pattern of 
a fixed number of beats. 
  

• Texture: interlocking – where 2 or 
more rhythmic parts connect and 
combine to make a whole. 
  

• Timbre: Kendang (drum), ceng ceng 
(cymbals), pot gongs, hanging gongs. 
  

• Other: Gamelan beleganjur 
(Indonesian percussion ensemble, 
often performed at religious 
ceremonies), kecak (a vocal chant), 
cak lesung (rice-pounding rhythms). 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 5 Summer 1st ½  

Balinese gamelan 
Focus: Gamelan from Bali, interlocking rhythms, 

vocal chant, structure (musical cycles). 
Pieces: Balinese music – gamelan beleganjur and 

kecak. 

What should I already know from Year 4?  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related dimensions in a piece of 

music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not like about a piece of 

music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, creation of own music 

response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling with increasing 

awareness of the inter-related musical dimensions and the effect they have 
• Record their work graphically 

 
 

This year we are learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

In Year 6 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 



 

 

 
 


