
 

 

Section A – A happy little walk. 

• Be able to understand and recognise ternary form (A-B-A). 

• Be able to play and use the pentatonic scale. 

• Invent a short tune and rhythmic accompaniment. 

Ternary form (ABA) – The full story. 

• Structure their ideas into ternary form. 

• Be able to notate, read, and follow a score. 

 
  

Key Content: 

• Improvise and compose, creating a piece in ternary form using a pentatonic scale, and 
containing an accompaniment, contrasting dynamics and tempo.  

• Notate their ideas to form a simple score to play from. 

• Listen, appraise, and respond to music using drawings and words. Recognise that music can 
describe feelings and tell a story. 

• Understand and recognise ternary form. 

 

Section B – A strange encounter. 

• Improvise and compose use contrasting tempo and dynamics. 

• Notate their ideas to form a simple score. 

Key vocabulary: 
 

• Pitch: pentatonic scale – a five note 
scale (most easily found by using just 
the black notes of the piano). 
  

• Tempo: the speed of a piece. 
  

• Dynamics: the volume of a piece. 
  

• Structure: Ternary form – a musical 
shape also known as ABA where A = 
opening section, B = contrasting 
middle section, A = return to the 
opening, coda – a special ending. 
  

• Other: score – a visual 
representation of music. 

 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 5 Summer 1st ½  

Composing in ternary form 
Focus: Structure (Ternary form/ABA), pentatonic 
scale, tempo, dynamics, 20th-century orchestral 

music. 
 

What should I already know from Year 4?  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related dimensions in a piece of 

music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not like about a piece of 

music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, creation of own music 

response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling with increasing 

awareness of the inter-related musical dimensions and the effect they have 
• Record their work graphically 

 
 

This year we are learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

In Year 6 we will be learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do 

not like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or 

feeling with increasing awareness of the inter-related 
musical dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 
 

 



 

 

 
 


