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What is it like in Florida?  

What is it like in the Canadian Rockies?  

What is it like in a place in the Caribbean/Middle America?  

What is the climate and vegetation like in North America?  

What is it like in North America?  

Where is North America and what 

countries are in it? 

Geography Learning Journey     Year 6 Sp.2 

Exploring North America    

Being a geographer:  
We will be practising:  

• identifying the location of countries in North 

America  

• identifying and describing the geographical 

significance of latitude and longitude 

• using digital mapping  

• using photographs to ask and answer 

questions  

• describing geographical diversity with regards 

climate, vegetation, human and physical 

features  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will learn about key landmarks that are significant to parts of North America  

We will learn about the human and physical features of North America.  

We will explore different climate zones and make links to other parts of the world with 

similar climate zones.  

We will learn about the Canadian Rockies and compare these with the Florida region.  

We will explore a different contrasting location from Central America of the Caribbean.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Places to visit 

Key Content 

• North America is the third largest continent 

• It is in the northern hemisphere and mostly within the western hemisphere 

• The 49° N latitude forms the boundary between the two largest countries – the 

USA and Canada 

• The Great Lakes and St Lawrence River act as the boundary between the two 

countries 

• Lake Superior is the largest fresh water lake in the world 

• Mount Mackenzie – an active volcano situated in Alaska – is the highest peak of 

North America 

• The world famous Niagara Falls is located between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario 

• Every climate zone can be found in North America as it extends to within 10° of 

latitude of both the equator and the North Pole 

• The biomes in North America include: tropical rainforests and savannah on the 

lowlands of Central America, and areas of permanent ice cap in central Greenland 

• These differences contribute to a diverse set of agricultural resources. In the 

tropical zones of North America, farmers harvest oranges, sugar cane, coffee, cocoa 

and banana 

• Fruits, vegetables and cotton are predominant in the warm, sub-tropical zones of 

northern Mexico and the United States 

• The continent's cool temperate zones are ideal for fruits, such as apples and 

peaches. These areas are also suitable for cattle and corn agriculture 

• There are hundreds of rivers across North America. They are vital for irrigation for 

agriculture, fishing, the generation of hydroelectricity and as navigation routes for 

shipping 

• Rocky Mountains: about 3,000 miles (4,800 km) in length, extend from the US state 

of New Mexico into the northernmost reaches of Canada. 

•  The Canadian Rockies and are surrounded by a national park on one side and a 

provincial park on the other.  

• There are many outdoor sports for visiting tourists. In the winter there is 

snowboarding, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, touring, and ice skating.  

• In  summer people are able to ride mountain bikes, take hikes, climb some 

mountains, canoe and  fish 

• Florida -the majority of the year is sunny and warm 

• Despite the hot and humid summers, Florida seasons tend to be mostly mild and 

warm 

• There is a range of wildlife from Our snakes range from 16 foot-long boa 

constrictors to tiny rattlesnakes that are barely a foot-long.  

• Florida is the only U.S. state to have crocodiles, and  alligators 

• Revision of key lines of latitude and longitude, time zones  

• Diversity of climate and vegetation, physical and human features  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: (introduced and taught in this unit)  

Alligator a large reptile with short legs, a long tail, and very powerful jaws 

Arctic circle an imaginary line drawn around the northern part of the world at approximately 66° North. 

Arid arid land is so dry that very few plants can grow on it 

Caribbean the states and islands of the Caribbean Sea, including the West Indies, 

Central America part of North America between Mexico and South America; 

Colorado River one of the principal rivers in the Southwestern United States and in northern Mexico 

Desert a large area of land, usually in a hot region, where there is almost no water, rain, trees, or plants 

Everglades a subtropical marshy region of Florida, south of Lake Okeechobee: contains the Everglades National 
Park 

Grand Canyon a gorge of the Colorado River in N Arizona, extending from its junction with the Little Colorado River to 
Lake Mead 

Great Plains a vast region of North America east of the Rocky Mountains, extending from the lowlands of the 
Mackenzie River (Canada), south to the Big Bend of the Rio Grande 

Mangroves A mangrove or mangrove tree is a tree with roots which are above the ground and that grows along 
coasts or on the banks of large rivers in hot countries 

Mississippi a river in the central US, rising in NW Minnesota and flowing generally south to the Gulf of Mexico 
through several mouths, known as the Passes: the second longest river in North America (after its 
tributary, the Missouri), 

Mojave desert a desert in S California, south of the Sierra Nevada: part of the Great Basin 

Panama Canal a canal across the Isthmus of Panama, linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 

Rocky 
Mountains 

the chief mountain system of W North America, extending from British Columbia to New Mexico 

Swamp  an area of very wet land with wild plants growing in it 

Theme park a theme park is a large outdoor area where people pay to go to enjoy themselves. All the different 
activities in a theme park are usually based on a particular idea or theme 

Tornado a violent wind storm consisting of a tall column of air which spins round very fast and causes a lot of 
damage 

Tropic of Cancer The Tropic of Cancer is an imaginary line around the Earth 23° 26′ north of the equator 

Yukon river flowing through NW Canada & Alaska into the Bering Sea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

(reinforced from earlier learning)  

Arctic Ocean 

Atlantic Ocean 

Biome 

Climate zones  

Coniferous forest 

Continent  

Earthquakes 

Economy  

Equator 

Forest 

Human features 

Hurricane 

Latitude 

Longitude 

Mediterranean  

Mountain range 

North America 

Pacific Ocean 

Physical features 

Polar 

 

 

Rural 

South America 

Southern Ocean 

Temperate  

Time zones 

Tourism 

Tropic of Capricorn 

Tropical  

Urban 

Vegetation zones 

Volcano 

Weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


