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Who is making the things that we buy?

Online consumption: why is it so popular and what are the issues?

Where do we go to buy what we want?

Why can people buy more things than they used to?

Can we follow the thing? Where did it come from?




Key Content

There are different types of industries: primary (which collect the natural
resources), secondary (which use the natural resources to manufacture into a
final product), and tertiary (which are service industries)

Materials from primary industries are shipped all over the world to make goods.
Supply chains are complicated, often with different parts being made in different
countries and then shipped to be put together.

There is much higher demand for goods now than in the past.

People buy their goods in lots of different retail environments, including online,
in the high street, at shopping centres.

Shopping Centres, where all shops are close together and there are other
services like parking, have meant that they types of shops on local high streets
have changed. This is because people go out of town to shop.

More shopping is now done online.

Online shopping increased even more during Covid.

Online shopping has also meant that people spend less money in the high street
and shops have closed because of this.

The existence of child labour in poor countries is shown to be part of the bigger
picture of manufacturing of toys and goods for western markets.

The legal age for a child to work in Bangladesh is 12 years old

The legal age for a child to work in the United Kingdom is 16 years old.

The use of child labour in some countries makes it cheaper for companies to
produce their goods so they can make more profit.

Companies will often move production to a country where goods can be made
more cheaply — this often includes the use of child labour.

Different countries have different rules about working conditions for children —
what they legally can and can’t do.

Companies making cheap products has resulted in many independent retailers
going out of business

The movement of goods around the globe has an impact on the environment.
Goods made locally, using locally sourced materials have a much lower carbon
footprint than those made overseas.

There is a “throw away” culture where some people buy lots of cheap products
and then quickly replace them.

Shipping routes

This map shows the main shipping routes for trade around the world. The
areas in red and yellow show the busiest routes. Cargo ships carry goods in
large quantities. The biggest port in th
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hanghai in China.

Oil production

The map below shows where most of
the world’s oil is produced. Qil is an
important natural resource for fuel. The
Middle East is the world’s largest
producer of oil.

Nickel and copper mining

The map below shows where most of
the world’s nickel and copper is mined.
These metals are used for making
batteries and are in increasing demand
as more electric cars are made.
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Key Vocabulary:
(reinforced from earlier learning)

Agriculture Consumption Environmental Impact Social Sustainability
Asia Demand Factories Industry Supply Town
City Economic Farming Pollution Supply chain Trade

Key Vocabulary:
(introduced and taught in this unit)

Child labour Child labour refers to children working. Online consumption | Buying things online
Consumer Someone who uses (consumes) a product. Out-of-town malls Shopping centres that are outside towns. People usually drive to
Developing Developing countries or the developing world, you mean the them.

countries or the parts of the world that are poor and have few
industries

Plastic waste

Waste plastic e.g. from bottles, plastic bags, packaging, that is bad
for wildlife, habitats and the environment.

Electronic goods

Products that need electricty to work e.g. televisions, games consols,
music systems, hair dryers, hoovers

Primary industry

Part of the economy that includes agriculture, forestry, fishing,
mining, quarrying, and the extraction of minerals

Ethical shopping

Buying products that are made without explouiting people, animals
or the environment

Exploitation Treating someone unfairly in a way that benefits you.
High street The high street of a town is the main street where most of the shops
and banks are
lllegal Something that is against the law

Imports and Exports

Imports are products that are brought in to a country. Exports are
those that are shipped out from a country.

Indepe.ndent Someone completely responsible for their own business
Retailers
Labour Work, usually physical work.
Legal Used to describe things that relate to the law.
Manufactured
Manufacturing Making something in a factorig, usially in large quantities
Minerals A substance such as tin, salt, or sulphur that is formed naturally in
rocks and in the earth
Mining The industry and activities connected with getting valuable or useful

minerals from the ground, for example coal, diamonds, or gold.

Multi-national
company

A company that has branches or owns companies in many different
coutries

Nations

An individual country considered together with its social and
political structures.
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Primary, secondary -
and Tertiary #
production
Industries that collect The manufacturing  The distribution of
natural resources process (where the the product (how it
product is made) gets to us)
Production refers to how a product is made. Follows the three
stages: primary, secondary and tertiary.
Profit How much money a company makes (sales — costs)
Retail centres A collection of shops in one building or group of buildings
Retailing Selling goods and services

Secondary industry

Part of the economy that includes processing, manufaturing and
construction.

Supply Chain
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The chain of a product from primary production to the consumer.

Tertiary industry

Industryies that provide services, this includes education, medical
services, financial sercies, and many others

Tourists

A person travelling to a place.

Warehouse

A large building where raw materials or manufactured goods are
stored until they are exported to other countries or distributed to
shops to be sold.




