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Key Content: 

• Decipher a graphic score. 

• Play Twinkle, twinkle, little star. 

• Create variations using a wide variety of composing techniques. 

• Improvise on top of a repeating bassline. 

 

Twinkle improvisation. 

• Learn about and create a passacaglia. 

• Learn about improvisation. 

• Improvise on top of a repeating bassline. 

• Structure ideas into a finished piece. 

• Perform to an audience/make a recording of their performance. 

Twinkle on instruments. 

• Orchestrate Twinkle, twinkle little star (choose which instruments play which 

parts). 

• Create a new variation and perform it. 

•  

Twinkle on body percussion. 

• Interpret a score and perform a piece using body percussion. 

• Learn about theme and variations form. 

• Invent variations upon a theme using body percussion. 

• Listen to Mozart. 

 

Key vocabulary: 

● Dynamics: volume, louds and softs.  

● Structure: passacaglia (an ancient musical form 
featuring a repeating bassline with different events 
placed on top. Also known as Chaconne), theme and 
variations (a musical form made up of one theme and 
many variations (versions) of that theme).  

● Tempo: the speed of a piece of music.  

● Other: score (a visual representation of music), 
orchestrate (choose which instruments play which 
parts of a music composition), improvise (music that 
is made up instantly with no prior preparation). 

  Music Learning Journey 
Year 6 Spring 2nd ½  

Twinkle variations 
Focus: To use Twinkle, twinkle little star as a 
composing tool, theme and variations form, 

passacaglia, improvisation.. 

What should I already know from Year 5?  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related dimensions in a piece of 

music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not like about a piece of 

music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, creation of own music 

response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling with increasing 

awareness of the inter-related musical dimensions and the effect they have 
• Record their work graphically 

 
 

This year we are learning to:  
• Listen with increasing accuracy identifying the inter related 

dimensions in a piece of music - e.g. pitch, dynamics, tempo 
• Use musical vocabulary to describe a piece of music.  
• Use musical vocabulary to describe what they like and do not 

like about a piece of music 
• Explore different interpretations of music such as dance, art, 

creation of own music response 
• Combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling 

with increasing awareness of the inter-related musical 
dimensions and the effect they have 

• Record their work graphically 

 
 

In Year 7 we will be learning to:  
• play and perform confidently in a range of solo and 

ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments 
musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression 

• improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical 
ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, 
genres and traditions 

• use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and 
accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and traditions 

• identify and use the inter-related dimensions of music 
expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use 
of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical 
devices 

• listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music 
from great composers and musicians 

• develop a deepening understanding of the music that they 
perform and to which they 
listen, and its history. 

 
 



 

 

 
 


